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FOP a my ss 


Queftion. F what Authority ( learned Gentleman) 


is that Part of the Scriptures call’d the 
New Teftament, of which fome of my Acquaintaice, 
atheiftically inclin’d, feem to doubt ? 








Anfwer. OR the Authority of the Books of 
the New Teftament, we fay then, the 

Writings, of which there is no doubt among 
Chriftians, and which bear a certain Name, are 
that Writer’s whofe Name they earry ; and Tertul+ 
lian a moft reverend and learned Father of the 
Church (de Prafcript. Haret.) {ays, the very original 
Copies of fome Books were extant even in his 
Time : And that all Churches have received thofe 
Books as fuch, before any general Synods were 
held : Neither have the Pagans, or Fews, ever mo- 
ved a Controverfy, as if they were not the Works 
of thofe to whom they were afcribed. Nay, Fu- 
‘ian the Apoftate, confefs’d, that they are che 
Writings of Peter, Paul, Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
which go under their Names. That Homer and 
A2 | Virgil 
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Virgil are Authors of the Books ftiled theirs, no 
Man in his right Mind doubts, by reafon of the 
perpetual Teftimony of the Greeks for the one, 
and the Latins for the other ; how much more then, 
ought we, concerning the Authors of thefe our 
Books, to ftand to the Teftimony of almoft all 
the Nations of the World. There are indeed, 
fome Books in that Volume which we now ufe, 
not alike received from the Beginning, as the 
Second of Peter, the Epiftle of Fames, and Fude, 
two under the Name of Yoh the Elder, the Apo- 
calypfe, and the Epifile to the Hebrews: Yet fo, 
that they were acknowledged by many Churches, 
as appears by the antient Chvz/tians, who ule their 
Tefllimonies for facred. Whence it is credible, 
the Churches, who had not thofe Books at firft, 
were ignorant, or doubted of them at that Time; 
but afterward upon better Information, began to 
ufe them afcer the Example of the reft, as now 
we fee it generally done. Alfo there is no Reafon, 
why one fhould difcredit the Epiftle to the He- 
brews tor this Canfe alone, that the Writer of it is 
not known; nor the two Epiftles of Fobn, nor the 
Apocalypfe, for that fome doubt; whether the Wri- 
ter of tiem be ‘Fohu the Apoltle, or another of that 
Wame. For in Wricers, the Quality, rather than 
the Name is obferved : Therefore, we receive many 
Books of Hiftory whofe Writers we know not. So 
{ecing the Writers of ourBooks fhew themfelves, both 
to have lived in the firlt Age, and to have been 
endu'd with Apoitolical Gifts, this may be good 
Satisfaction for us. For, to fay thefe Qualities 
might be feign’d, and in other Writings the Names 
alfo, is to fay, a Thing incredible; namely, that 
thefe Perfons, who every where prefs upon us the 
Love of Truth and Godlinefs, would without any 
Caule be guilty of the Crime of Faifhood; which 
is not only deteRable among all good Men, but 
was 
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was alfo by the Roman Laws punifh’d with Death, 
as you may read in the End of Valerius Maximus. 
Wherefore, it muft be confeft, that the Books 
of the New-Teftament were written by them 
whofe Names they bear, or by them, who were 
fuch as they.fhew themfelves : To which, if we 
add, that, which is not to be doubted of, that 
the Things which they wrote were known to 
them, and that they had no Detign to deceive 
us ; it will foliow, that the Things which they 
have written are true: Becaufe, all Falfhood mutt 
proceed either from Ignorance, or from an evil 
Will. Matthew, ‘Sohn, Peter, Fude, were of the 
Company of thofe Twelve whom Fefus chofe for 
Witnefles of his Life and Doétrine: So thar 
Knowledge of what they relate could not be 
wanting to them. The fame may be faid of 
Fames, who either was an Apofile, or, as others 
will, the next Kinfman of Fefus, and by the Apo- 
{tles conftituted Bifhop ot Serufalem. Paul alfo 
would not through Ignorance be miftaken in thole 
Do&tines which he profefles revealed to him by 
Fefus himfelf reigning in Heaven: Nor could he 
be more miftaken in the Things a@ed by himfelt, 
or Luke either, his individual Companion in his 
Journeys. The fame Luke might eafily know the 
Things he penn’d, of the Liteand Death of Fefus, 
being born near unto the Place, having alfo tra- 
vell’d through Paleftine; where he faith, he had 
Conference with fuch as had been Eve-Witnefles 
of thofe Affairs. No doubt, other Perfons alfo, 
many befides the Apoliles with whom he had 
Friendfhip, who had been healed by Fefms, and 
had beheld him dying and rifen again, were then 
alive. If we give Credit to Tacitzs and Suetonius 
in thofe Matters which happen'd long before they 
were born, becaufe we are confident of their di- 
ligent Enquiry; how much more reatcnable is it, 


ro 

























6 The Deipbick Dracle. 


to believe that Writer who affirms, he‘had his Ins 
telligence trom the Men that had feen all Things 
with their Eyes, Mark, ‘tis a conftant Fame, 
was a faithful Companion of Peter, fo that the 
Things he penn’d, are to be accounted of, as the 

Dictates of Peter, who could not be ignorant of 
them ; not to fay, that what he writes is almoft 
extant in the Writings of the Apoftles. Neither 
could the Wrirer of the Apocalypfe be deceiv’d in 
thofe Vifions, which, he faith, were given him 
from Heaven ; ot he to the Hebrews in the Things 
which he profefles to have learn’d, either from the 
’ Spirit of God, or from the Apoftles themfelves. 
But had they been unfaithful in the leaft, they 
would not have recorded cheir own Faults unto 
Pofictity ; namely, the Fiight of them all in the 
time of their Mafter’s Danger, and Pete's three 
Denials. On the contrary, their Fidelity is ap- 
prov d by illuftrious Teftimonies of God himéelf, 
that is, by Miracles. Thefe were, with great 
Boldnefs, publickly aflerted by themfelves, or 
their Difciples; adding the Names of Perfons and 
Places, and other Circumftances; fo that the Ve- 
rity or Fallity of their Afleveration might by In- 
quilition of the Magiltrates, molt eafily be dete- 
éted. Among which Miracles ‘tis worthy Obfer- 
vation, what, of the Ufe of Languages, which 
they had not learn’d, before many thoufands, in 
the Sight of the People fuddenly cured, they have 

molt conftantly dette: 4 Nor did it deter them, 
tiiat they knew, the Sewifh Officers, in thofe 
Limes were their deadly Enemies, and the Roman 
rone of their Friends ; who would have omitted no 
Occation cf cifgracing them with any Crime, 
wiiom they lo soked upon as the Authors of a new 
Religion. - But, neither “ews nor Pagaus, in the 

neuiclt Limes, ever durft deny Miracles to have been 
wioucht by the Hands of thefe Men. Befides, in 
their 
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their Books are many Predi@ions of Things, which 
Men, of themfe.ves, could not have known ; which 
by the Event it felf are ftrangely confirm’d; as 
of the fudden and great Propagation of this Re- 
jigion, of its perpetual Duration, of the RejeGi- 
on therecf by the moft Part of che Fews, and its 
Entertainment among the Gentiles; of the Fews 
Hatred againit the Proteffion of Chrifianity, of the 
ericvous Perfecutions to be fuffer’d for the fame; 
of the Siege and Deftruction of Ferufalem, and the 
Temple, and the extreme Calamit.es of the Fewi/h 
Nation. Moreover, if we believe, God hath a 
Care of humar Affairs,and ef{pecially of thofe which 
pertain to hisown Honour and Worfhip, it cannot 
be that he fhould fuffer fo great a Mulcitude of 
Men who had no other Purpofe but his holy 
Service, to be abufed with falfe and deceitful Wri- 
tings. 

Q. Of what Religion was the Duke of Buckingham, 
who was flabb'd at Port{mouth by Felron ? 

A. We will noc prefume to declare what was 2 
Man's Faith, living many Years before we were 
born ; but give the Propounder of this Queftion 
leave to guefs at ir by the Sequel of what we are 
going to relate. When the Duke of Buckingham 
was willing to begin a fudden War with Spain, he 
projeGed to fell the Crown-Lands to maintain it ; 
and charged the Earl of Briftol to advife Charles 
Prince of Wales, with whom his Greatnefs was 
-Increafine, but waining with the King, to tempo- 
rize in his Religion. In this Jun@ture, Dr. Pr-ftor, 
a Chaplain to the Prince, and highly countenanced 
by the Scots of his Hizhnefs’s Bed-Cixamber, be- 
caufe he profecuted the Endeavours of their Coun- 
try-man Avox, applies to the Duke; and tho’ he 
did not mentionto his Grace the Extirpation ot 
Bifhops, the King having lately faid in the Con- 
ference at Humpton-Court, No Bifhop, no King ; yet 
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he advis'd his Grace, for his Safety-fake, to gait 
the Love of the People, by becoming a warm and 

ealous Chriftian, and employing himfelf ftrenuoufly 
to lop from off this half Reformed Church of Ez- 


gland the fuperfluousBranches of Romi/h Superftition ; 


as Cathedral and Collegiate Rasian, and their 
Appendages, which were maintaind with great 
Wealth to feed lazy Drones: Whereas all their 
Chanting and Pomp hindred the heavenly Power 
and Simplicity of Prayer, and farther’d not the 
Preaching of the Gofpel. But the Lands of thefe 
Chapters e cheating tothe Crown by Diffolution, 
will pay the King’ s Debts, and fupply the Wants 
of his Grace’s Kindred and Dependants : Hereby 
his Grace will be the Favourite of the godly Peo- 
ple, and will be able to oblige his Enemies.” Now 
the Duke being pleas’d with this Proje&, ordering 
the Dogtor to come frequently to him, and accor- 
dingly he waited on him in his Bed-Chamber 
thrice a Week ; we can no otherwife fuppofe, than 
thacif his Grace had any Religion at all in him, 
It was pinn d on his Sleeve. 

Q. Have Liturgies been antiently usd? If they 
were, pray Geutlenien tel] ms, who thofe Perfons were 
tinat compiP? d the Book of Common-Prayer, xow ms'd 
112 - ¢ Church of England ? 

That Liturg: es have been antiently us’d in 
the “Church, is evident, from the Ufage of them 
among the Fews themfelves. For feveral liturgical 


Forms were compos ‘d by Efdras and the great Sy- 


nagogue ; and they in their antient Liturgies, were 
wont, in their folemn Conteflion of their Sins, ta 
read feveral Chapters of the Mofaical Law and che 
Prophets, to pray for God's Blefling on their Peo 
pie; andin the Clofe of their Devotion, the Ruler 
ot the Synagogue us‘d to difmifs them with 2 
foiemn Benedigion. And that our Saviour com- 
posd the Lord’s Prayer to be a Form to be con- 
{tantly 
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{tantly us’d by the Chréftiaus, and that it was in 
FaG@ made ufe of fo in the publick Aflemblies of 
the primitive or firft Chriftians, many Fathers ot 
the Church do teftify. Moreover, thofe Prophe-. 
fyings or Singing of Pfalms mention’d by St. Luke, 
in the 23d and 24th Verfes in the qth Chapter of 
the Aéts of the Apoftles, is a certain Proof, that the 
Chriftians in the molt early Times, made ufe of 
Set-Forms of Devotion; and they have continued 
ever fince in Ufe among all Bodies of true Chrifti- 
ans, both of the Ealtern and Weftern Church; 
nay, and even among the two belt Branches of 
the Retormation, thofe of the Courch of Exeland, 
and the Lutheraus. 

Now, the Liturgy which our eftablifhed Church 
ufes, (and which brings us to your fecond Quefti- 
on) is correfponding to the moft antient Forms 
usd by rhe Greek and Latin Profeflors of Chyiftiaui- 
ty, inthe moft primitive and pureit Times ; and 
was compil’d in the Reign of Edward the Sixth, 
by Men no lefs noted tor true Piety, than found 
Learning; as Thomas Cranmer Archbifhop of Can- 
te-bury, Thomas Goodrick Bifhop of Ely, Henry Hol- 
bech Bifhop ot Wiuchefter, George Day Bifhop of 
Chichefter, Fohu Skip Bilhop of Hereford, Dr. Thirl- 
by Bithop of Weftminfter, Nicholas Ridley Bifhop of 
Rochefler, Richard Cox Dean ot Chrift-Church, and 
Almoner to the King; Dr. May Dean of St. Paul’s, 
Dr. Zaylor Dean ot Lincoln, Dr. Haynes Dean of 
Exeter, Dr, Robinfon \rch-deacon ct Leicefter, Dr. 
Redman Dean ot Weftminfter, and Matter of Trini- 
ty-College 1n Cambridge. But Popery having been 
introduced again into Euglaud, in the Reign of 
Queen Mary tiie Firft, and the Mafs-Book us’d in- 
ftead of the Exglifh Liturgy; upon the coming of 
Queen Elizabeth to the Crown, Conlultations were 
held by the Proteffants about the Court, concern- 
ing the bringing in again the Engli(b Service; and 
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in order to this, the folowing learned Divines 
were eppointed to make a Review of the Commozn- 
Prave Book fet forth by King Edward the Sixth ; 
pon.el Jcécor Matthew Parker, Doétor Richard 
boocto: May, Dodtor Bi, Dotcor Fames Pil- 
2, Sir Thomas Smith, Mr. David Whitehead, 
Pdeund Grndal, Doctor Edwyn Sands, and 
. Edmund Gaeft. Betore the Reformation the 
Lit tuvoy was Only in Lat: being a Collea&ion of 
Prayers, made up partly of fome antient Forms 
us d in the Primitive Church, and partly fome o- 
thers of a later Original, accommodated to the 
Superfuitions whic! “had crept into the Romuij/h 
Church in the middle Ages ; and the Latin Servi- 
ces which were moitly us’d here in England, tor 
near 300 Years betore the Keformation, were 
compos d by Ofmund Bifhop of Salisbury, a Man 
well vers’d in Rituals, or liturgical Learning, a- 
bout the Year of our Lord safle: ; and were 
thought to be done with that Exaénefs, accor- 
ding to the Kules of the Church of Rome, that 
many Churches abroad likewife entertain’d ‘em. 
Now thefe Latia Prayers being eftablithed by the 
Laws of the Land, and the Canon 's of the Church, 
no others could be publickly made ufe of; fo that 
thofe of the Laity, who had not the Advantage 
of a learned Education, could not with Edifica- 
tio: join in them; and belides, they being mixt 
with ‘Addrefles to the Sai: its, Adoration to the 
Holt, Images, and other Trumpery, contrary to 
the Rules of our Rubiick, the Worlhip was in it 
felt adojarrons and  Prophane. Moreover, the 
Pre'ence of the Pap-/ts to have the Common-Pray- 
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er of the Choreh in an unknown Tongue, is one of 


the moit impudent Crimes of all thofe many 
whieh that Religion abounds with. For this is 
not only directly eonrrary tothe Do@rine of St 
Pail, concerning the Wnprofitablenefs of making 
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ufe of a Tongne in the publick Aflemblies, wh'ch 
the People do not underftand, but is contrary to 
the Practice of the beft and earlieft Times of tlic 
Church. Liturgies being in the Greek and Latiz 
Languages, muit needs be underltood by al! Greece: 
and Italy ; and thofe Nations where thofe Tongues 
were fpoken, which was the far greatcft Part of 
of the then known World. The Syriazs, AErhio- 
pians, Armenians, and other Nations, have Litur- 
gies in their Mother Tongue to this Day. Ir 1s 
recorded, that at the Funeral of Pazla in Paleftine, 
the Chriftiaus of the feveral Languazes in that 
Country fang Pfalms in their Mother-Tongue : 
Nay, fo late as the roth Century, the Church of 
Rome had not the Confidence to deciare againft 
the Ufe of the vulgar Tongue ; for a certain Bi- 
fhop of Moravia, having converted a great Part of 
that People to rhe Chriftian Faith, defired of the 
Pope, that he might perform divine Ofiices in the 
Sclavonian Language, for which he obraind a Di- 
{penfation. 

Asconcerning the infignificant Exceptions which 
are made by our Ses againft Ceremonies, we 
fhall here take the Opportunity of fhewing from 
whence the Word has its Derivation, and next 
their Folly in fo a@ing. The Word Ceremony is 
of Latiw Original, tho’ fome of the belt Criticks in 
Antiquity are divided in their Opinions, in affigning 
from what Word in that Tongue it took its Name. 
Valerius Maximus fays, that it was fo calld from 
Cave, @ Town in Ltaly, where the Veilals had a 
fafe Retreat, when the City of Rome was facke 
by the Gauls. Inde enim inftitutum eff, facra caveimo- 
uias vocart, quia Cavetani ea, in fratto veipublice flax 
tu, pervinde ac flovente, coluerunt. Lib. 1. cap 1. 
Gellius, in the gth Chapter of the 4th Book of 
Noétes Attica, derives it @ carendo, trom wanting. 
Macrebins inclines to the fame Opinion, faying, 
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Religio a re‘inquenao ut a cavendo Caremonia. Saturnal. 
1. 3. c.3- And otuers contend, that the Word 
takes its Rife from the Goddefs Ceres, upon which 
Acce :at Ceremon:aca is explain d b: Anucle x. The 
Chiifti ans have adapted the Word to fignity external 
Aits and Cuftoms in the Worfhip of God; which, 
tho ney are nor of the Eifence of Religion, yet chey 
contiioute mucn to the Decency therco, to Couive- 
nience, good Order, and Cateumity i in the Church. 
Now, though a Multitude of them do clog and 
choak the vital Part of Religion, yet fome few de- 
cent external Orders, though of human Inftitution, 
do help to keep up the Dignity of Religion, and 
preferve it from Contempt in the Eyes of the Vul- 
gar, whofe Minds are not apt to have always the 
higheft Reeards to the internal Excellence thereof. 
For if there were no Ornament in the Church, and 
prefcript Orcer of Adminiftration, the common 
Peopie would hardly be perfwaded to fhew more 
Reverence in the publick Aflemblies, than in other 
ordinary Places, where they meez only for Bufinefs 
or Diverfion. But notwithilanding this, fome gid- 
dy-headed Diffenters have laid 1t down, that no 
Ceremony » or human Conftitution, is juftifiable, 
burt what is expreily warranted in the Word of God. 
This he y have pretended to reduce into a Syilo- 
siftical Demonftration thas: Wherefcever Fuith ts 
tenia there is Sin. 
pere is Siu. But the Faifity of t..:s Syilogifm 1s 
plainly comfuced from this Apottolical Injunction: 
fet cil things be done with Decncy, and in Order. 
Which : Text is a much better Demonfttration, for 
proving that the Church hes a Power to enjoin 
proper Ceremontes, _ the good Order and Come- 
linets of Ecclefiaftical Conventions. In fine, out 
Litucsy is a Book io. hext to ihe infpired Vo- 
inmes of the Holy prkhvery of all the Compo- 
firrons inthe W orid, the belt of Ch iftiaus have the 
ercatelt 
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sreateft Value for: Nay, the firft Compilers there- 
of feal’d it with their Blood, as being more perted& 
and more agreeable to God’s Word, ‘and to Primi- 
tive PraGice, than any that 1s to be tound through- 
out the whole diffulive Body of Chrz/t’s Catholick 
Church. 





Leypven, Nov. oth, N. S. 1719. 


Q. YS the Freedom of a Commou-wealth, whether 
Monarchical ovr Popular, fitll the fame? 

A, No ; for the Liberty of the Athenians, and 
the Romans, was a Liberty only to be found in Po- 
pular Eftates, and not in Monarchies. This is 
clear aby Ariftotle, who calls a City a Community 
of Freemen, meaning every particular Citizen tobe 
freee Not that every particular Man had a Li- 
berty to refift his Governour, or do what he lift ; 
but a Liberty only for particular Men, to govern 
and be governed by Turns : apyev and 0. py es cet 
are Ariffotle's Words ; this was a Liberty not to 
be found in He: editary Monarchies. So Tacitus 
mentioning the feveral Governments of Rome, joins 
the Confulthip and Liberty to be brought in by 
Brutis, becaufe, by the annual EleGion of Conful, 
particular Citizens came in their Courfe to govern, 
and to be govern d. 

Q. What is your Opinion, Gentlemen, of Lnfant- 
—_— ? 

For our Part, we acquielce in this Point to 
the. Authority of the Church, to whom God hath 
given the Sacraments, and fome Right over then 
There was a Time when the Excharifi was given 
to Infants: The Cuftom is vaniih’d, yet not as ab- 
jurd, but unneceflarye To defer Baptifm till ripe 
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Years, wasin old Time left at Liberty. Now the 
Obfervation is otherwife ; and yet even now there 
ig no certain Time of receiving Baptifm defined by 
the Church. Here is nothing againft the Scri- 
pruree Great hath always been the Liberty of the 
Church, in the Time, Place, and Manner of fuch 
Things. There are fome lately born that believe 
otherwile ; ; yet themtelves neither baptize the Per- 
fons naked, nor dip them under Water, which is 
fisnified by the Word BanliZeav, to plunge under 
that | quid Element. 

Q. What is the Signification of the Word Tyrant 2 

A. A Tyrant is he, who regarding alike Law 
nor the common Good, reigns only for himfelf and 
his FaGion: Or to fp eak ftill more fignificantly, 
he isa Tyrant who looks “only after his own, and not 
his People’s Profit; or not to regard the common 
Good, but to reign only for himfelf. However, 
the Word Tyrant has becn formerly us‘d for a King 
in a good Senfe ; but atter fuch time as the Cities 
of Greece practifed to fhake of Monarchy, then, 
and not till then (which was after Homer's Time) 
the Name of Tyraut was taken up for a Word of 
infamy and Dilgrace, tor {uch Men as, by Craft 
or Force, wrefied the Power of a City, from a 
Multitude to one Man only; and not for the exer- 
cifing, but for the ill obtaining of the Govern- 
ment. But now every Man that is thought to go- 
vern ill, istermda Tyrant, and fo truly jude’d by 
his Subjects. 

QO. Of what Authority is the holy Bible, or Book of 
the Old- Tefiament ? 

A. The Perfons whofe Names they bear, were 
either Prophets, or Mcn moft worthy of Belief ; 
{uch as Eefdras alfo was, who is faid to have col- 
ieGed them into one Volume, at what Time there 
vet livid thefe Prophets, Haggai, Malachi, and 
Zachary. Tre fick and latter Part of the Hiltory 
Of 
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of Mofes, hath many of the Pagans to give Witnefs 
co it. Sothe Names of David and Solomon, and 
the Leagues of the Tyrians, Fofepbus tells us in 
the 8th Book of his Antiquities, were mention’d 
in the Phenician Annals ; andthe fame Author fays, 
in the roth Book thereof, That Nebuchadnezzar, 
and other Chaldean Kings, are remembred by Be- 
yofis, no lefs than by the Hebrew Books. Vapvres, 
King of Egypt, to Fevemiah, according to the Sep- 
wuagint ‘Lranflation, is Apries to Herodotus, And 
the Books of the Gyrectans are full of Cyrus, and his 
Succeflors unto Darims. Many other Matters wt 

taining to the eur Nation, are alledg’d by Fofe 
phws 1n his Books again{t Appian. But as for us 
Chriftiaus, there is no > Reaien. at all, that we fhould 
doubt of the Truth of thofe Books, when in onr 
own Books are extant, out of almoft every of them; 
Teftimonies which are likewife found in the He- 
brew. Nor did Chriff, when he reprehended very 
many things in the Doors of the Law, and the 
Pharifees of his Time, ever accufe them of Falfi- 
mony committed again{t the Books of Mofes or the 
Prophets ; or that they ufed fuppofititious or cor- 
rupted Books. ‘That the Scripture was corrupted 
fince the Times ot Ch7f#, in Things of Moment, 
cannot be prov’d; nor will it be made credible, it 
one well confider, how far and wide was difperfed 
the Nation of the Sfews, the Keepers of thofe Books 
every where. For firft rhe ten Tribes were, by 
the Myrians carried away unto Media, two attet- 
wards, and of thefe alfo many, after the Keturn 
granted to Cyizss, fat ftill in foreign Lands, ‘The 
Macedonians, by great Commodities, invited them 
to Alexandrias The Cruelty of 4utiochws, the Civil 
Wars of the Afmoneans, and the External of Pompey 
and Sofias, diflipated many. Cyreneica was full of 
Jews: Full were the Cities of Afia, Macedvita, 
Lycacnia; the [ands alfo of Cypizs, Crete, and other 
Places : 
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Places: And at Rome, how great their Number 
was, we may learn out of AMorace, Fuvenal and 
Martial. 


—— ————/1¢ veluti te 
Fudat cogemus it hanc concedere turbam. 

Serm. 4. 1. Sat. 4, 
Romanas autcm foliti contemnere leges, | 
Fudaicum edifcunt, O fervant, ac metuuunt jus, 
Tradidit arcaio quodcungue volumine Mofes. 


Sat. 14, 





Nee recutitoyum fugis inguina Fudaorum. 
* | , e 
Lib. 7. Epig. 29. 


No Art was able to impofe upon Companies fo 
far diftant from each other; nor was it more poffi- 
ble for them to agree upon deceiving us. Add, 
that about 300 Years before Chrift, by the Care of 
the Kings of Ezypt, the Books ot the Hebrews were 

urnd into the Greek Tongue by thofe who are 
call'd the Septuagint : So that now they were pof- 
fefled by the Greciazs, though 1n another Language, 
yet upon the Matter,in the fame Senfe, and therefore 
were they lefs capable of any Change. Morcover, 
into the Chaldee; and then tollowd other Verfions 
into the Greek, in which could be found no Diver- 
fity of the Story, or Things of Weight. Philo flou- 
rifhd in the Age ot Caligula; Fofephus lived till 
the Times of Ve/pafian : Both of them cite thofe 
Places of the Hebrew Books, which we alfo at this 
Day read. Andin their Times the Chrz/ftiav Religion 
began to be {pread more and more ; the Profeffors 
whereof, many were Hebrews, many had learned 
the Hebrew Tongue, to whom therefore it was eafy, 
it any talfe Dealing had been ufed by the Fews in 
any notable Part, to deprehend it, by comparing 
the moft antient Copies, and to lay the fame open 


to the World: But they do nor only do thar, 
bur 
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but alfo alledge very many Teftimonies out of the 
Bible or Old Teftament plainly in that Senfe wherein 
they are extant among the Hebrews ; which He- 
brews, certainly, you may convince fooner of any 
Crime, than, we will not fay of Falfhood, bur even 
of Negligence about thefe Books, they being us’d 
to write out and compare them with a mott reli- 
gious Care, fo that they number the very Letters, 
how often every one is met with. In the laft Place, 
we may add this Argument, not the leaft, to prove 
the Scripture hath not been corrupted on purpofe 
by the Jews ; becaufe the Chriftians, out of the fame 
Books which the Fews read, do evince, and that cs 
they believe, ftrongly, that their Lord and Msfter 
Fefus is that Mejias, who was ot old promifed to 
the Anceftors of the Fews; which, above all things, 
the ews would have prevented, fince the Difte- 
rence between them and the Chriftiaus arofe, had it 
ever been in their Power to alter what they 


pleas d. 


i, 





———— 
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Du Buin, Novemb. 12th, 1719. 


Q. 1) ID a general Community, or having al 
Things in Commen, come in with the Crea- 
tion, or the Flood ? 

A:The Doétrine of Grotins (de Fure Belli ac Pacis) 
is, that God, immediately after the Creation, did 
beftow upon Mankind in general, a Right over 
Things of an inferiour Nature; from whence tt 
came to pafs, that prefently every Man might {natch 
what he would, for his own Ufe, and {pend what 
he could; and fuch an univerfal Right was then, 
inftead of Property ; for what every Man fo catch- 
ed, another could not take - him, but by Inju- 

ry, 
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ry. But this Affertion is repugnant to the Truth 
of Holy Scripture, wiich fays, d4dam, by Dora- 
tion from God, Gexz, i. 28. was made the general 
Lord of all things, not without fuch a private Do- 
minion to himfelf, as (without his Grant) did ex- 
Clide his Children: And by Donation and Affig- 
nation, or fome kind of Ceflation (before he was 


dead, or left any Heir to fucceed him) his Chil- 


dren had their diftiné Territories by Right of 
private Dominion. Abel had his Flock, and Pa- 
{tures for them ; Caizhad his Fields of Corn, and 
the Land of Nod, where he buile himfelf a City. 
As for the general Community between Noah and 
his Sons, which {cme wiil have to be granted to 
them, Gez. 1x. 2. the Text doth not warrant it ; 
for altho the Sons are there mention’d with Noab 
in the Biefling, yet it may belt be underftood with 
a Subordination or a Benedidtton In Snueceffion; 
the Bieffing might traly be fulfilled, if the Sons, 
either under, or after their Father, enjoy’d a pri- 
vate Dominion, it 1s not probable, that the private 
Dominion which Godgave to Adam, and by his Do- 
nation, Affignation, or Ceflion to his Children, 
was abrogated, and a Community of all things 
inftituted betwixt Noah and his Sons, at the Time 
of the Flood: Noah was left the fole Heir of the 
World, Why fhould it be thought thar God would 
difinherit him of of his Birth-right, and make him 
of all the Men in the World, the only Tenant in 
common with his Children? If the Bleffing given 
to Adam, Gen. 1, 28. be compared to that given to 
Noch, Gen. 1x. 2. there will be found a confiderable 
Diftcrence between thofe two Texts. In the Be- 
rediction of Adam, we find exprefied a fubduing of 
the Earth, and a Dominion over the Creatur es, 
neither ot which are exprefled in the Bleffing of 
Noah, nor the Earth there once named; it is only 
faid, Zhe fear of yeu fball be upon the Creatures, 
and into yur Hands ave they delivered 3 then im- 
mediately 
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mediately it follows, Every moving Thiuz fhall be 
Meat for you, as the greon Herb. The firit Blel- 
fing gave Adam Dominion over the Earth, and ail 
Creatures, the Jatter allows Noah Liberty to ule 
the living Creatures for Food: Here is no Altera- 
tion, or diminifhing his Title to a Property of all 


things, but an Enlargement only of his Commons. 


But whether Community came in at the Cication, 
or atthe Flood, ’tis no great Matter, fince ic did 
not long continue ; and therefore it alfo fecms 
{trange, that Grotizs fhould maintain, that Commu- 
nity of all things fhould be by the Law of Nature, 
of which Godis the Author ; and yet {uch Commu- 
nity fhould not be able to continue. Doth it not 
derogate from the Providence of God Almighty, 
to ordain a Community which could not cont.nue ? 
Or doth it not make the Act of our Forefathers, 
in abrogating the natural Law of Community, by 
introducing that of Propriety, to be a Sin of a high 
Prefumption ? The prime Duties of the fecond 
Table are converfant about the Right of Propriety ; 
but if Propriety be brought in by a human Law, 
as Gyotius teaches, then the moral Law depends 
upon the Will of Man. There could be no Law 
againft Adultery or Theft, Women and all things 
were Common. 

Q. Hearing, Gentlemen, what a great Controve: fy is 
now held in England, by the Presbyterian Teachers, 
about the Divinity of our Bleffed Saviour, fome maim- 
taining, and others denying tt, What may be your Opinion 
of the Holy Trinity 2? And what fort of Creed might be 
compos d, to make this great Myflery more wuiteli-gible 
than it is 2 

A. We defire thofe Perfons that are fo difputa- 
tious about the holy Trizity, to confider the Great- 
nefs and Glory of thofe Natures about which they 
Venture to argue and difpute with fo much Freedom. 


if it was a common Subje@, any Part of the na- 
C2 tural 
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tural World, or any created Being, we might make 
bold with our Fellow-Creatures, to canvafs and 
examine all the Secrets of their Natures: But there 
is greater Caution and Reverence to be ufed as to 
the Divine Nature; and efpecially as to the Trinity, 
which is the very Secret of the Divine Nature, and 
therefore fhould not be pryd into further than it 
hath pleafed God to reveal it. We fhould rather 
filently admire, and humbly fubmit to that Myftery, 
as itis delivered in the Werds of Scripture, than 
add to it by ourown Invention. The Fews had fo 
ercat a Reverence for the Name of God, we mean 
the TrTracraAMMaTON, that they did not dare to 
pronounce it, nor take it into their Mouths, that 
being permitted only to the High-Priefts, and but 
once a Year, when he enterd into the Sanétum San- 
éforuix: This Name which was to them {fo facred, 
was thought to exprefs the abfolute fimple Nature 
of God, as he is in himfelf, without Refpea, or 
antecedently to the whole Creation. This they 
jafily accounted very holy and facred, and plac’d 
it, as it were, in an inacceffible Light. Now the 
Notion of the Trizity does not only contain this, 
but exhibits alfoto us the great Arcanum of the God- 
head, if we may fo fay, a moft myfterious Trinity 
in the Divine Nature, which was never before re- 
veal’d to Mankind, nor ever was, or will be com- 
prehended by any Mortal. Ought we not then to 
place this in the Saitum Santtorum, in the Adytum 
of the Temple, and cover it with the Wings of 
Cherubims, as a Glory too great for our Eyes to 
bear? At leaft, we ought to be referv’d, modeft, 
and tender in this Point, more than in any other 
Part of Therlegy, of adding or innovating any thing 
-yond ine plain Words and plain Senfe of Scri- 
ture. Now as for what Creed we may, with 
afty, propole concerning the ever-blefled Triuity, 
2ccc:aing to the plain Words and plain Senfe of 
Scri- 
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Scripture, which is your other Queftion, we muft in- 
genuoufly tell you, tis not for private Perfons to pre- 
tcribe or pretend to Authority againft eftablifhed 
Orders. But if you will give us Leave to put the 
Cafe in a new-found World, or in a Nation newly 
converted, and to be further in the Chri/tiaz Faith ; 








‘ to fuch a People we would not propofe the Atha- 
_ nafian Creed, but fomething more plain and fimple, 

» +  asalfo more fcriptural, thac fhenld be manifeftly 
grounded upon Divine Authority, in all the Parts 

» | of it. As fuppofe you fhould take fo much of the 

Apottles Creed as relates to the Trinity and Incar- 

» | nation, andadd to it fome Articles more explicite 

and diftin@, to exprefs our Belief in fome fuch plain 
Form as follows, 





| I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of 

Heaven and Earth; and in \efus Chriit bis only Sox 
{| — our Lord, who was ccnceived by tke Holy-Ghoft, and boriz 
| of the Virgin Mary, was crucified by the Jews, rofe 
jrom the Dead, afcended into Heaven, from whence he 
wih come in Glory to judge the World. I believe the 
Holy Trinity, as it is vevealed to us in Scripture: Ac- 
cordingly I believe the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, as 
my Creator, Redeemer, and Santtifer : Three, after a 
invfterious and incomprehenfible Manner, but Oue eternal 
evcr-bleffed Lord God; by whofe Mercy, Power, and 
Fuithjulnefs, I hope for a Refurvettion from the Dead, 
and eternal Life. 





Thus much, we think, is unaueftionably Scri-. 
ptural ; and we have left out the Word Perfcx, 
not that we fhould fcruple onr felves in that large 
Senfe Wherein we underftand it, but becaufe we 
thought it would raife Scruples and Difficulties in 
the Minds of others, or of thefe new Converts, 
whereof we are fpeaking ; they would be az to 
reafon with themfelves, Can three Perfons be one 

Thing ? 
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Thing ? Or cén our God, who is One only God, 
be three diftinét Perfons 2 Are not three wiftings 
Perfons, each beng infinitely perfe@, plainly 
three Gods? Thete and fuch like Doubts would na- 
turally rife in their Minds; and from thefe, as 
{rom Seeds, would grow up many more, which by 
Degrees, would corrupt the Simplicity of their 
Religion, and turn it into Opinions and Difputes, 
But this plain Scripture-Form, as it would pre 
vent a utes and Controverties, {fo it would ren- 
der all Diffenters from it, if there could be any, 
inexcufable: We mean all Chriftzan Diflenters ; 
for asto Fews and Mahometans, we do not fuppofe 
that it would fatisfie them; yet we think it 
would very much Ieflen that Ofence which they 
rake at the Chriftian Trinity, as it is drefled up in 
one of our Creeds, with all the Pomp and Affe- 
ctation of Contrarieties and feeming Contradiéti- 
ons. Neither, we think, is this Form defective, 
tho’ fhort and plain; for diftinguithing Father, 
Sor, and Holy Ghoft, as our Creator, Redeemer, 
and Sancti ir it thereby difplays and cafts a 
Light upon the whole Chriftian Oeconomy, and is 
a Support to our Faith and Prayer: Whereas 
tacic meraphyiical Subtilties that are fuper-added 
to this Sc sripture-Creed, have no Influence, that we 
Know, cither upon a good Life, or any Chriftian 
Dury. Ail Parties agree in this folemn Maxim, 
that there is but Oxe God. Ana not only Chriftiazs 
or all Sorts, bur alfo Sews and. Mahometans join 
with us in this, as the common Barrier betwixt 
us and Paganifm and Polytheifm. As to the 
“ames of rhe Trizity, {ome will have them call’d 
three Subftances ; others three Perfons ; and others 
three Properties: But we think, however, 1t 
fhould not be Matter of Salvation and Damnation, 
to lee right, or be miftaken in the Name or pre- 
cle Wouon of thefe three Things, whatfoever it 
is : 
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is: For every ingenuous and unbiafs’d Perfon mutt 
acknowledge, that there are great Difficulties in 
every one of the three Ways mentioned. So to 
conclude, we are of Opinion, but with all Sub- 
miffion to better Judgments, that the Doérine of 
the Zrimity cannot be mace out in a rational way, 
according to the prefent Light of our Faculties. 
We do not doubt, but itis in the higheft Reafon 
to thofe Beings that are capable of it; but tous, 
in this prefent State, ‘tis Matter of Faith, and we 
take it upon the Authority of a Revelation; and 
muft acquiefce in that, without Additions of our 
own, if we would be fecure from Error and Mi- 
ftake. | 

Q. Which of the Latin Poets was the beft for wri- 
ting occafwnal Poems ¢ 

A. Horace, amonglt the Antients, defervedly 
bears the Name trom ’em all, for occafional Po- 
ems 3 many of which were addrefs’d to Pollio, 
Mecanas, and Avguftw, theereateft Men, and the 
beft Judges, and all his Poetry over-look’d by 
them. ‘This made him of the Temper not to 
part with a Piece over-hatiily ; but to bring his 
Matter to a Review, to cool a little, and think 
twice before it went out of his Hands. His pcee- 
tical Performances were not wrote in his Youth, 
for at 32 Years of Age he had done no Wonders, nor 
had attain’d to that curiofa falicitas, which fo 
fairly diftinguifh’d him afterwards. Neither had 
Virgil himfelt, at that Age, ventur’d out of the 
Woods, or attempted any thing beyond the Roun- 
delays and Converfation of Damon and Amarylis. 

Is there any fuch Place as Purgatory 2? Aad 
what ts the Difference betwixt that Pla.e of Purgation 
and Limbus patrum ? 

A. The Papifts afirm, that there is a certain 
infernal Place in the Earth cali’d Purgatory, in 
Which, as in a Prifon, the Souls which were not 


fully 
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fully purged in this Life, are there cleanfed and 
purgd by Fire, before they can be receiv’d into 
Heaven. The Proofs they alledge for it are, J 
have fent forth thy Prifoners out of the Pit, wherein is 
no Water. Lech. ix. 11. We went through Fire and 
Water: but thou broughteft us out mto a wealthy Place, 
Pfal.lxvi. 12. Which firft Text they would have 
to ferve for Purgatory and Limbus patrum alfo ; but 
Purgatory and Limbus patrum are diverfe and con- 
trary Things: For Limbus patrum was only for 
thofe (as fome others of the learned Papifts fay) 
that livd before Chriff, but Purgatory began fince. 
Limbus patrum (as they confefs) was void of Pain 
and Punifhment; fo 1s not Purgatory. Now as 
for the Pir without Water above-mentioned, we 
underftand to be the dry and barren Dungeon of 
human Mifery, where there is no Spring of Juttice, 
but the Puddle and Mire of Iniquity, that is, the 
Prophet {peaks of the Deliverance of the People 
from their cruel and unjuft Bondage. Again, for 
the Defence of Purgatory, the Papifts alledge thefe 
other Proois, Thou haft delivered my Soul from the 
fowe/t Hell. Pfal. Ixxxvi. 13. Every Maus Work 
foall be made manifeft. For the Day fhall declave it, 
becaufe it fhall be vevealed by Five, and the Fire fhall 
try every Mans Work of what fort it. If any Mans 
Work abide uhich he hath built thereupon, he fhall re- 
ceive a Reward. If any Mans Work fhall be burut, he 
fhall fuffer Lofs : but he himfelf fhall be faved : yet fo, 
as by Five. 1 Cor. ili. 13, 14, 156 From hence 
the Papifis, by Fire, underitand the Flamesfof Pur - 
gatory ; by Wood, Stubble, Straw, they underftand 
Sins, which muft be purg’d by Fire. But by the 
precious Matter js not to be underitood the Works 
of Charity, but the Preaching of found Do€trine ; 
by Straw, and other combuttible Matter, is (in 
our Opinion) meant the Affectation of Eloquence, 
and corrupt teaching of the Truth; not vental 

Sins, 














nd 














The Delphick Dracie, 25 


Sins, as they affirm, Moreover, Fire in this Place 
is taken allegor cally ; that 1s, by Refemblance, as 
the reft of thé Words ; neither can it be caken of 
their Purgatory, becaufe it tries the Works only, 
not the Perfons, as well the beft Matter as the 
bafe. The Day fhall declare it, that is to fay, the 
Time fhall declare it; for God hath appointed a 
Time, to examine every Man's Do@rine by Fire; 
which is nothing elfe, but the Judgment of God, 
by the Fire of his Word; whereby every Man in 
the Day of his Calling and Converfion fhall know 
whether he hath preached right, or no. Indeed, 
we ackhowledge no fuch Place, as Purgatory, as a 
third Place, but Heaven or Hell, according to the 
Scriptures. Our Purgation is in this Life, AMi- 
Gtions, and Faith in the Blood of Chrift. The 
Blood of Felis Chrift cleanfeth usfrom all Sin. 1 Joh. 
i. 7. The Blood of Chrift purges your Confcience 


fiom dead Works, to ferve the living God. Heb. ix. 


14. We acknowledge but two Sorts of Men; 
good or bad; for God fhall bring every Work into 
Fudgment, with every fecret Thing, whether it be good, 
or whether it be evil. Ecclef. xii. 14. There is no 
middle or third Place ; but he muft needs be with 
the Devil, that is not with Cbrif. The third 
P'ace, befides Heaven and Hell, we are utterly ig- 
norant of; Nay, we find not in Scripture, as a- 
bove noted, that there is .any. Bleffed are the 
Dead which die in the Lordy from henceforth, yea, faith 
the Spirit, that they may reft from their Labours, and 
their WU%rks do follow them. Rev. xiv. 13. Ergo, 
no Purgatory. After this Life there remains no 
Compunétion, no Satisfaétion. They which are 
once dead, can add nothing to the Things which 
they have done, but fhall remain as they were left, 
and wait forthe Time of the lait Judgment. Af- 
ter the End of this Life, there is no Occafion of 
Merits, for Chrift himfelf pursed our Sins. Heb. i. 3. 
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In fine, as the Papifts themfelves never agree of 
the Place, nor Continuance of Time, how long? 
We abfolutely conclude, that their DoGrine in this 
Point is Anti-chriflian, condemn’d by Scripture, 
and all Antiquity and Fathers. 

Q. Was the Catechifing of Children usd before the 
Limes of Chriftianity ? 

A. A Catechifm, which is deriv’d from a Greek 
Word, fignifying to inculcate, or put into the 
Head of any Perfon, any thing that is taught him, 
has been ufed by the earlieft Ages of the Church, 
as being of divine Inftitution, before Chriftianity 
was known ; for in the O/d-Teftament, God by Mo- 
Jes, commands the Fews to teach his Laws diligent- 
jy to their Children, Devt. vi. 7. And by Solomon 
he enjoins to trai up a Child in the Way he fhould go, 
Prov. xx. 6. So this general Praétice of the 
‘Jews was imitated by the Chriftians, as all their 
other pious Uflages were ; and fince our Saviour 
had alfo approvda-and-cammanded it in particu- 
lar to St. Peter, he ordain’d Sr. Mark to be the firft 
Catechifi of Alexandvia; and Exufebins in his Eccle- 
fialtical Hiftory notes, that in the Year 181, when 
Pantanus was an Inftructor of a School of young 
Chriftians, this Office had flourifh’d there for a 
long Time. 

Q. Js the Cuftemof Minifters veading the Curfes in 
Churches on Afh-Wednefday, of any long Continu- 
ance é 

A. The Penitential Office, call’d the Commina- 
tion, or denouncing of God’s Anger and Judgments 
againft Sinners, was usd in the Primitive Church 
in the Time of Lent, when they all fafted, and alk 
repented in thofe Days. How pubtickly and fo- 
lemnly Penance and Mortification was performd 
of old, as wellin our own, as in foreign Churches, 
eminent Tefiimonies fhew; for in King Edgar’s 
Reign it was appointed, that on A/b-Hednefday, ~ 
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the Beginning of Lent, every Bifhop fitting in his 
Epifcopal Chair, all the notorious Offenders of his 
Diocefe fhall come before him, and having con- 
fefs’dtheir Faults, fhall receive fuch Injun@ions of 
Penance as their Sin requires; after this, on the 
Thurfday before Eaffer, which we call Maundy- 
Thurfday, they fhall all be gathered in the fame 
Place, and the Bifhop finging fome Hymns over 
them, fhall give them Abfolution, and grant them 
Leave to return home with his Bleffing. And the 
Order of the Galican Church was the very fame, 
in that their Pafifh Prieits fhal) make all cheir fo- 
lemn Penitents come to the Cathedral Church, and 
on the Thurfday before Eafter, they fhall come and 
be receiv into it again, which lebomen Reception 
on that very Day, is as oldinthe W eltern-Church, 
as the Time of Jauocent the Firlt; and it’s likely 
the Expulfion which preceeded it, is at leaft of 
the fame Standing. 
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Girascow, Novemb. 17th, 1719. 


YY een lies the Immorality, Prophanenefs, and 
Impiety of the Englith Stage ? 

A. \Inthe immoral, profane, and impious Ex- 
preffions us‘d in the Dramatick Writings, whether 
Tragick, or Comical ; infomuch, that the Play- 
houfes can be reckon’d no other than Schools of 
Iniquity, the Sinks of a!l Wickednefs, and Markets 
for the Devil. °Tis out of doubt, but the Thea- 
ters, even of Greece and Rome, under Heatheni{m, 
were lefs obnoxious and offenfive, yet neverthelefs 
they ftood condemn by the Primitive Fathers 
and General Councils. The deteftable, Jewd Ex- 


Preffions in the Exglifb Plays, can do no Jefs than 
D 2 debauch 
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debauch the Minds, and corrupt the Manners of 
the Audience ; but it muit needs {trike every good 
Chriftian with Horror, to hear on the Stage, Al- 
mighty God blafphemed, his Providence queftion’d 
and denied, his Name prophaned, his Attributes 
afcrib'd to finful Creatures, and even to Heathen 
Gods, his holy Word burlefgued, and treated as 
a Fable, his Grace made a Jeft of, his Minifters 
defpisd, Confcience laugh’d at, Religion ridicul’d, 





the Catholick Faith and Do@rine expos’d, the 


fincere Praétice of Religion reprefented as the Ef- 
fe& of Vapours and Melancholy, “Virtue difcoun- 
tenance’d, Vice encourag’d, Evil treated as Good, 
and Good as Evil ; and all this highly aggrava- 
ted, by being done in cool Blood, upon Choice and 
Deliberation. The Infidelity and Loofnefs of 
the prefent Age 1s very much owing to the Play- 
Houfes ; where the Infection of moft abominable 
Wickednefs {preads among the Spectators, from the 
Lady in the Side-Box, to the Chamber-maid in the 
Upper Gallery. Men and Women who frequent 
the Theater, are, initead of learning Virtue, fur- 
rounded with inordinate Temptations, which in- 
cite them to unlawful Defires and A@ions, which 
foon end in the utter Ruin both of Body and Soul. 
Where Lewdnefs is reprefented in all the Dreffes 
that can vitiate the Imagination, and faften upon 
the Memory; and where Pride and Falfhood, 
Malice and Revenge, Injuftice and Immodetty, 
Contempt of Marriage, and falfe Notions of Ho- 
nour are recommended, no Good can be learn’d, 
either by old or young; and this not among 
Mahometaus and Infidels, not at Rome and Venice ; 
but in a Proteflant Country, and upon the Exglih 
Stage, without any Fear that the Judgments of 
God will fall upon them. Thé Players expofing (as 
rhey pretend to do) Formality, Humour, and Pedan- 
rry, 1s not an Equivalent for their infulting facred 
Things, 
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Things, and their promoting to fo high a Degree 
the Prophanenefs and Debauchery of the Nation. 

Thofe who frequent the Play-Houfe, to paili- 
ate the Sin, fay, a great deal of Morality is to 
be learnt from Plays; but we cannot perceive 
what good Morals can be ob¢ain’d from fuch Ex- 
preflions as thefe. “ Sure, if Woman had been 
*“* ready created, the Devil, inftead of being kickt 
* down into Hell, had been married. Lecnora’s 
“ Charms turn Vice to Virtue, Treafon into 
© Truth ; Nature, who has made her the fu- 
* pream Objea of our Defires, muft needs have 
© defign’d her the Regulator of our Morals. She’s 
“© mad with the Whitmfes of Virtue and the De- 
“ vil. Damn’d Lies, by Fupiter and Funo, and 
the reft of the Heathen Gods and Goddeffes ; 
“* for I remember I paid two Guineas for {weat- 
“ ing Chriftian Oaths laft Night.” As may be 
feen in the Comedies call’d, "The Provok'd Wife, 
Fulfe Friend, Mbdifh Husband, and Different Wi- 
dows. However, the Aduisers of the Stage mult 

have fome Excufe for their Folly ; and thus too the 
Devil, to fupport Vice, hangs out the Colours ot 
Virtue. Again, we cannot fee what Morality 
can be learnt from thefe Expreffions in the follow- 
ing Tragedies of Ocdipss, Oroonoko, Theodofims, and 
Cato. 


Tho’ round my Bed the Furies plant their Charms, 
PL break ’em, with Jocalta in my Arms: 
Clafpt in the Folds of Love, Pd wait my Doom ; 
And aét my F0Ys; tho’ Thunder fhakes the — 

H 2. 
His own Gods damu him thene A& 5. Scen. lait. 
Nor {ball I need a Violence to wound ; 
The Seorm is here hat drives me on the G1 ound, 
Suve Means to make the Soul and Body part, 


A turning Fever, and a broken Reart. ‘AG 5: — 2. 
us 
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Has not the Vow already paft my Lips ? 
Tbe Gods have heard it, and ‘tis feal'd aT: Heav'n. 


A& 3. Scen. 3. 


In which Lines abovefaid may be feen the Lover 
purfuing his Amours in Defiance of Heaven; the 
hearty Curfe of a Blackmoor ; Varanes dying a na- 
tural Death, or elfe he had been fo wicked, as to 
have laid violent Hands on himfelf; and Lucia {o 
prefumptuoufly fure as to affirm her Vow was 
feal’d above. Neither are the Greek and Latiz Dra- 
mat.fis without their prophane Flights and wicked 
Rants: Nay, hear how Auguftin, that great Father 
of the Church, inthefe Words, Nox omnino per hanc 
turpitudinem verba ifta commodiva difcuntur, fed per 
hac verba turpitudo ifta coufidentius perpetratur. Contef. 
lib. I. cap. 16. condemns the following Lines of 
Tervence’s Eunuch, Act 3. Scen. 5. 


Sufpeétans tabulam quandam pittam, ubi inerat 
pictura hac 3 Fovem 

Ouo paSto Danae mififfe aiunt quoudam in gremium 
imbrem aureum, 

Ezomet quoque id fpettare capi, quia coufimilem 
luferat 

Fam olim ille ludum, impendio magis aniraw’ 
caudebat mibt, | 

Deum fefe in hominem convertiffe, atque per alienas 
tegulas 

Reniffe clauculum per impluvium, fucum fatlum 
miuliert. 

At quem Deum? qui templa celi fumma fonitu 
(GicutiT, 

F.zo homuucto hoc non facerem ? ega vero illud feci, ac 
lubcus, 


In fhort, no good Manners can be acquir’d on 
the Lugli/d Stage, by {gcing an Actor fometimes 
going 
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going a Tip-toe, in Derifion of mincing Dames ; 
fometimes fpeaking full-mouth’d, to mock the 
Country-Clowns ; and fometimes upon the 
Tip of the Tongue, to {coff the Citizen; that thus, 
by the Imitation of all ridiculous Geftures or 
Speeches, in ail Kinds of Vocations, they may 
provoke Laughter. When Stages were firft fet up 
in Rome, it was accounted infamous to frequent 
them; and in Ezgland, Players, both Men and 
Women, are reckon’d fo fcandalous, that the Sta- 
tute-Law terms them no better than Vagabonds ; 
indeed they are fo infamoufly wicked, that one wio 
never faw them in this Life, may neverthelefs 
at the Refurre&tion, know their Bodics and Souls 
are Fellows» And hear what the firft Coun- 
cil of Arles ordains, De theatricis, & ipfos placuit, 
quandiu agunt, a communione fepavavi. Cap. 5. Which 
fhews how much they were abhorred by good 
Chriftians even inthe Time of Cenftantine theEmperor. 

Q. Js the Precept for cbferving the Sabbath, a Mo- 
val Commaidment ? 

A. Allthat God wrote, were mora! and perpetual 
Commandments,and thefe are reckon’d ro in Num- 
ber; and becaufe, in the Pra@ice of this Com- 
mandment, the keeping of all the other confifts, 
the God of Mercy mercilefsly punifhes the Breach 
thereof with cruel and untimely Death ; as tho’ it 
were the Sum of his whole Honour and Service 
Thus Nicanor (as you may read in the 2d Book of 
the Maccabees, Ch. xv. 27, 23.) offering to fight 
againit the “Jews on the Sabbath-Day, was {lain 
himfelf, and 35000 of his Men: But in the Hifto- 
ries of our own Country, you fhall find: divers 
Examples of this Kind infli€ted on particular Sab- 
bath-Breakers, as well as whole Towns. God 
placed this Commandment in the midit of the 
two Tables, becaufe the keeping of it is the beft 
Help to the keeping of all the reit: For the con- 

{cionable 
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{cionable keeeping of the Sabbath, is the Mother of 
all Religion, and. good Difcipline in the Church, 
Again, that the Obfervation thereof is moral, 
appears by God’s commanding Adam to keep it ip 
his Innocency ; whilit (holding his Happinefs, noe 
by Faith in Chrif?'s Merits, but by Obedience to 
God’s Law) he necded no Ceremony fhadowing 
the Redemption of Chrif?. A Sabbath, therefore, 
of a Seventh Day cannot be fimply a Ceremony, but 
an effential Part of God’s Worfhip, enjoin’d unto 
Man, when there was but one Condition of all 
Men. And if it was neceflary for our firft Parents 
to have a Sabbath-Day, to ferve God in their Per- 
fe&tion ; much more need their Pofterity to keep 
the Sabbath in the State of their Corruption. 

Now, the moral Law commands one Day of 
feven to be perpetually kept a Sabbath. And Chrift 
himfclf exprefsly mentions the keeping of a Sab- 
bath among his Chriftiaus, at the Deftru€ion of 
Ferufalem, about 42 Years atter his RefurreGion ; 
by which Time, all the M/Jaical Ceremonies (ex- 
cept eating of Blood, and Things ftrangled) were, 
by a publick Decree of all the Apoftles, quite 
abolifhed and abrogated in Chriftiax Churches. But 
the Obfervation of the Sabbath is no abrogated 
Ceremony, but amoral Commandment, eftablifh’d 
by Chrift among Chr:ftianss It you would know 
the Day whereupon Chii/? appointed Chriftians to 
keep the Sabbath, St.Fchn will tell you, that it was 
upon the Lerd’s Day, Apoc.1. 10. If you will know 
on what Day of the Week that was, St. Paul will 
tell you, it was upon every firft Day of the Week, 
1 Cor. xvi. 2. Aswe have hinted before, this Com- 
mandment of the holy Sabbath was inftututred of 
God inthe State of Innocency, when there was but 
One State of all Men; and therefore enjoin’d to the 
Gentiles, as well as to the Fews: And feeing the 
Gentiles are boundto keep this Commandment r 
We 
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as well as the Jews, itis evident that it is no Few- 
ih Ceremony. Again, as God, by a perpetual 
Decree, made the Sun, the Moon, and Lights in 
the Firmament of Heaven, not only to divide the 
Day from the Night, bur alfo to be for Signs and 
for Seafons, and for Days, and for Years; fo he 
ordain’d in the Church on Earth, the holy Sabbath 
to be not only the appointed Seafon for his folemn 
Worfhip ; but alfo the perpetual Rule and Meafure 
of Time : Sothat as 7 Days make a Week, 4 Weeks 
a Month, 12 Months a Year, fo 7 Years make a 
Sabbath of Years, 7 Sabbaths of years a Fubilee, 
80 Fubilees, or 4000 Years, or, after Ezekiel, 4000 
Cubits, the whole Time of the O/d-Teftament, 
till Chrift, by his Baptifm and Preaching, began 
the State of the New-Teftament. Mott of all the 
great Alterations (tis obferv'd) which fell out in 
the Church, came to pafs either in a Sabbatical 
Year, or ina Year of Fubilee: For Example, the 
70 Weeks of Daniel, beginning in the rft Year of 
Cyrw, and 3430th Year of the World, contain fo 
many Years, asthe World did Weeks of Years unto 
that Time, and fo many Weeks of Years as the 
World had lafted Fubilees. The Year of our Saviour 
Chrift’s Birth was the 3948th of the World, and 
the 564th Septeunary of the World. Mofes makes 
the common Age of Men to be so times 7, Pal. xe. 
ro. And every 7th Year commonly produces fome 
notable Change or Accident in a Man’s Life ; ac- 
cording this of Gellius : Expertum eft in plerifque om- 
nibus 63 annum, cum peviculo & clade aliqua venire, 
aut corporis morbique gravioris, aut Vite interitus, aut 
animi agritudinis. Lib. 15. cape 7- ‘Therefore, when 
Augufius wrote to his Nephew ‘Caius, he great- 
ly rejoye’d that he had pafsd the Climaéterical 
Year, which contains 7 times 9, Moreover, the 
whole Church, by an univerfal Confent, ever fince 


the Apoftles Time, have ftill held the Command- 
Er. ment 
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ment of the Sabbath, tobe the moral and perpetual 
Law of God; and the keeping of the Sabbath on 
the firft Day oi the Week to be the Inftitution of 
Chriftand lis Apolties. The Lord's Day was the 
Birh-Day of the World, the firit Day wherein alk 
“ae began to have Being; in it Light was 
drawn out of “Darknels, in 1t the Law was given on 
Mount Syza7; in it the Lord arofe from Death to 
{ities init the Saints came our of their Graves 3 in 
ac the Holy Gholt defecended upon the Apoftles : 
And it is very probable, that on the Seventh Day, 
when the 7 Vrumpets have blown, the curfed Se- 
ricbo of this World fuall fall, and our true Felis 
fhail give us the pi ‘omifed Potieffion of the Heaven- 
ly Cavacz. He that would fee the uniform Confent, 
Antiquity and Praéice of the Primitive Church in 
this Poi it, let him read Eufebins’s Ecclefiaftical Hi- 
itory, lib. 4. cap. 22. and Tertullian’s Book de Idola- 
tria, cap. 14. Lhe Cante of the Change of the Sab- 
bath is this P elurresrion of Chrift, and ‘the Benefit of 
the rettort 18, tne Chureh by Chri ft, the Remem- 
branee of which Benefit did fucceed into the Place 
of the Memory ot the Creation; not by the Tra- 
dition of Man, but by tue Obfervation and Ap- 
poinument of Chrift, who both on the Day of itis 
Refurrecti on, andon every &ch Day atter, unto his 
Afcenfion inte Heaven, appear’d unto his Dilciples, 
and came into their Aflemblies. And howfoever 
in Pa adife, beiore Man's Pall, t the keeping of the 
HY on the ath Da -V of the Creation, was not 
a Ceremony, but an Argument of Perfection ; yet 
atcer the Fall it became ceremonial, and fubject 
to Chanee, in re epi of the iteltanration by Chrift : 
But what of that? “The abrogating the Ceremonies 
annexed to the Saddath, abolith not the Morality 
of the Commandment ot the Sabbaiw - rr that tho 
the Cercmonies be abolifhed, by the Accefs of the 
Subftance, and the Shadow overfhadowed by the 
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Body, which is Chrift, yet the holy Reft (which 
was commanded and kept, before either the Jews 
were a People, or thole Ceremonies annexed to 
the Sabbath) fill continued as God's perpetual Law, 
whereby all the Pofterity of Adam are bound to 
reft from their ordinary Bufinefs, that they may 
wholly {pend every 7th Day in the folemn Wor- 
(hip, and only Service of God their Creator and 
Redeemer; but in the Subftance of the Fourth 
Commandment, there is not found one Word of 
any Ceremony. 

Q. What is the Reafon that Lupo voranti, i the 
Begining of Rfop’s Fable of the Wilf and Crane, is 
put in the 4d/ativ2 Cafe, and uct the Genitive ? 

A. For the fame Reafon, perhaps, as id genzs 1 
aliaid genusis put for efus gewevis, which the eit of 
Criticks yet cannot tell. 

Q. In the [warnation of Chrift, was the Godhead 
turn d into the Mahood, or the Manhood vito the Ged- 
head é 

A. Neither; but the Godhead, as it is the Se- 
cond Perfon or Word, aflumed unto it the Man- 
hood; that is, the whole Nature of Man, Body 
and Soul, and all rhe natural Properties and Infir- 
mities, Sin excepted. d. The Second Perfon took not 
upon him the Perfon of Man, but the Neture of 
Man: Sotharthe Human Nature hath no Perfonal 
Subfiftence of its own (for then there fhould be 
two Perfons in Chrfi)y but it fubtiits in the 
Word, the Second Perfon. For as the aay and 
Body make but one Perfon of Man, fo th e God- 
head and Manhood make but one Perfon of Chi ft. 
The two Natures cf the Godhead and Mantivod 
are fo really united by a Perfonal Union, that as 
they can never be feparated afunder, fo are they 
not confounded ; biit remain fii! difunguifhed by 
their feveral and eficntial Properties, wh ch they 
had before they were united. As for Example, 

x 2 the 
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the Infinitenefs of the divine 1s not communicated 
to the human Nature ; nor the Fiiiienefs of the 
human to the divine Nature. Yet, by reafon of 
the Perfonal Union, there 1s fuch a Communion 
of the Properties of both Natures, that that which 
is proper to the one, 1s fometimes attributed to the 
other Nature: As that God purchafed the Church 
with bis own Blood, Aéts xx. 28. And that de will 
judge the World by that Man whom he hath ordained, 
Acts xvii.31. Hence alfo it is, that though the 
Humanity of Chiff be created, and therefore a 
finite and limited Nature, and cannot be every 
where prefent by aétual Pofition, or local Exten- 
fion, according to his natural Being, yet becaufe 
he hath communicated unto it the Perfonal Sub- 
fifience of the Son of God, which is infinite, and 
without Limitation; and is to united with God, 
that it is no where fevered from God ; the Body 
of Chrift, in refpect of his Perfonal Being, may 
rightly be faid to be every where. | 

Q. Jn what Manuer fiould a Manmake his Addreffes 
t0 Gud? | 

A. In what Manner a Man fhould make his Ad= 
dreiles to God, we need not irouble our felves to 
enquite. The Church affords us fome Forms for 
our conftanc Ufe, as the Lord’s Prayer, and the 
Pfaims of David, which are alfo Patterns for us in 
compoung more. Nor fhouldit be the Queftions 
Whether every private Man may, as he finds Oc- 
cafion in his Family, or his Clofet, ufe Compofi- 
tious of hisown ? But, Whether praying by a Form, 
or without one, be moft acceptable to God, and 
whether we know it to be fo or not? As tothe 
pubiick Prayers in the Church, we hope no Man 
will iy, he knows they fhould not be by Form. 
Becauf> tue Church has appointed them fuch, and 
beca.le no-body pretends Scripture has forbid it. 
And for private and fecret Prayers, if the Church 
has 
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has not forbid their being ex tempore, yet the _ 
Reafon will hold in both. And if we fuppofe tl 
Authority of the Church to go for nothing, which 
has given Forms for the publick, and approyed 
Forms tor private Ufe, when we come to belie- 
ving, there will be but little Pretence to put 
them afide There is (we own) a Difference in 
being the Mouth of the Congregation, putting 
up Petitions inthe Name of them all, from what 
a private Man does for himfelf only, or his Fa- 
mily. And though the Unftnefs of extemporary 
Prayers in the Desk, or at the Altar, will not 
prove their Unfitnefs in the C:ofet or Parlour ; yet 
if it can be made out that they are unfit even here, 
and in their own Nature chargeable with Irreve- 
rence, the Charge will be more jtrongiy againft 
them in the Place which is more particularly {a- 
cred. As for Words, when Devotion incites one 
topray, who can think Heaven is taken by Force 
of Rhetovick ? That varying the Phrafe, and chan- 
ging the Order of the Words, ihould make our 
Requeft more powerful, were they never fo much 
at Command 2 Tis fomething hard to believe fo 
proper Expreffions can be hit upon of a fudden, as 
thofe that have been maturely fxed: Or that a 
Man diving for affecting Epitueis, can mind fo 
well what he is about, as if he had nothing to do 
but to keep himfe! Finctent. And if we confider the 
Language of thofe who ufe this Method of pray- 
ing, we fhall too often meet with fuch as w ae 
very ill become them to attribute to the Holy 
Spirit. Ics true, in the Age of Miracles, when 
Chriftianity was to make its “Way, and the Simpli- 
city of Fifhermen to be drawn out againft Learning 
and Power, they were promifed immediate Inftri- 
ction what to fay: And no doubt the Almighty 
Hand is not fhortned : He can diétate a Prayer as 
calily as a Defence. But what Reafon have we 
CO 
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to expec it, when it was never promis‘d, and, as 
we know o! , never g:ven? When the other Gifts 
fince ceafed, it the Fathers may be trufted; and 
when thofe Produgions which take the Name of 
Infpiration have fo much of Impertinence and Con- 
tradi€tion in them; and the admired Excellency 
of one Man above anot nae is vifibly owing to the 
brighter natural Parts of this, or the Indifpofition 
OF that. 
. Ls it decent tobsry the Dead in Churches ? 

A. lt is hard to fay, whether Fondnefs of Cus 
ffom, or Love of Novelty, betray Men into the 
moft Miftakes. Thefe two Extreams poflets the 
createft Part of Mankind ; which of ‘em prevails 

he fartheft, or does the moft Mifchief, it is fome- 
what difhcult to determine. The belt Things are 
ilighted by fome formeer Antiquity, though found- 
ed upon Authority and Reafon; others again 
maintain a Veneration for whatever Cuftom has 
eltablifh'd, tho’ founded upon neither. Amongit 
many Practices that have Prefcription to plead, 
that of burying in Churches feems to fome very 
indecent. Ie has {o long and generally obtain d, 
‘cwill be reckon’d a Crime, it may be, to difturb 1t. 

ut when ‘ovety Body takes the Liberty, what 

has not only Prefcription, but Authority to juft:fy 
it, we hope we may be excufed for making free 
with this, thar is fupported by the Tyranny of 
Cultom. ‘Khe Prefcription is not fo good, but we 
know when it was otherwife. Amongit the Fews 
we tind no fuch thing: They had private Burying- 
places of their own in their Gardens, or elfewhere, 
and the publick ones we read of, were not in 
their Place of Worfhip. In what Age of Chit- 
firanity this Practice crept ii does not appear 5 but 
it Was not, neither could be usd till the Empire 
became Chriftian. Its probable ‘twas introduc d 
by burying in Monalicries, in the Cloyfters, sor 
Other 
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other Parts remote from the Church it felf, where 
at length ic found Admiflion. We are not here 
fpeaking againit publick Burying-places, fuch as 
the Church-yard, or any other, whether withouc 
Doors, or within. It People will have Pyramids 
built over ’em, let ’em enjoy their Fancy. ’Tis 
proper and decent that thofe who die in the fame 
Communion, in the fame Hope, who appear’d at the 
fame Worfhip, and look for the fame Refurreétion, 
fhould have the fame publick RKepofitory to keep up 
the Memory of the Charity in which they lived. 
What they mean further than this, what farther 
Advantage it can be to them to lye in the Church it 
elf we cannot conceive, unlefs it is from the Do« 
&rine of Reliques this Inclination to holy Ground 
erew ; or that we fhall fare the better forthe Neigh- 
bourhood of the Dead, or be of any Service to the 
Living. But let People be buried where they pleafe, 
in any confecrated Ground, we cannot fay ’tis in- 
decent ; and we muift further declare, it is Injuftice 
that the Office for the Burial of the Dead, ap- 

: ; x1 ° 
pointed by our Liturgy us’d in the Church of Exg- 
land, thould be celebrated on {uch as are out of het 
Communion, or un-baptized, or guilty of Suicide 
or Selt-Murder. If it were faid on fuch who live 
in open Violation of the Laws, this would ferve 
but to harden Menin the Neglicé of Religion, to 
make them truft to afew Death-Bed Prayers and 
Sighs, and think the Agonies and Regret which 
the Kemembrance of an ill-{pene Life, and Horror 
of Judgment produces, equal to that Repentance 
which qualifies us for Abfolution. 

Q. Was Mlenefs, ov fincere Devotion, the chies Caufe 
of Mens living a retived Life ¢ 

A. He that takes the Pains to fearch, and the 
Freedom to place things where they become 
chargeable, cant help withing there were a Fathion 
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erc&ted for the fuppreffing of Idlenefs. As it is g 
Nurfery for Vice, and contributes fo plentifully to 
the Unhappinefs of Mankind; yet it feems to be 
the top of our Ambition to {ettle our felves and our 
Children in the fexene State of Indolence, where 
we fhall have nothing todo: As if a Man could 
think of no Retreat trom the Fatigue of Life, but 
into an Infirmary, where, to pafs his Time with- 
out Care, he mutt be fubjeé& to the naufeous Smell 
of Wounds and Ulcers, and be entertain’d with 
the Groans of his Company. However, we 
would not be underftood to centure a retired 
Life, which in every Age fome of the bef 
Men have taken up. They form’d themfelves 
into Societies, and lived apart frorh the World 
in the Exercife of Devotion and Self-Denial. It 
was, doubtlefs, highly acceptable, fince the Pat- 
terns of thofe recorded in Scripture for the per- 
petual Mortifications they laid upon themfelves, 
or underwent in Obedience to Authority, are fet 
before us with the higheft Commendation, and 
Promife of Reward. Since it was fo much efteem- 
ed in the beft Ages of Chriftianity, and that which 
led the Way into Cells and Defarts was Zeal that 
advanced evento Martyrdom; we find the firft of 
thefe were fuch as the Church reftrain’d by Cen- 
fures from offering themfelves to die for the Faith. 
So willingly did they crowd in to atteft the Force 
of their Convictions with their Blood, that nothing 
lefs could keep them out of their Perfecutors Hands. 
And being deny’d the Glory of giving their Tefti- 
mony, tili Providence fhould require it, took this 
Way of renouncing the World, in Honour of a Re- 
ligion for which they could not facrifice too much. 
In Juftice to this Selt-denying Zeal, we muft, at 
Jeaft, allow it innocent, if it cannot meet with 
Applaute. 


QO. What 
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—Q. What Proof has Mankind for the Certaiuty of a 
Divine Being exifting ¢ 

A. The univerfal Agreement and Confent that 
has been amongft Mankind, in ali Places, Times, 
and Ages, in this Matter, all concurring 
in the Exiftence of a Deity, ftrenely affirms this 
Relifh. Where was there (by Record or Expe- 
rience) any People, in any Nation under the Sun, 
found, that did not pay fome Homage to the No- 
tion of a Deity? Where did ever avowed Athei{m 
poflefs any Part of the World, or fix its Habita- 
tion ? The whole World has ever fubferib’d their 
SubjeGion to a fuperior Being. All the Idolatry 
that has ever been in the World has been founded 
in this; for, tho their Worfhip has not been 
rightly direéted, and their Homage not regularly 
paid where it became duc, yet this general Precept 
fill lay uppermoft in the Spirits of Mankind ; 
That a Worfhip was to be perform’d, and a Ho- 
mage to be paid, to fomewhat that was before 
them, and is above them. You may as foon find 
a Nation without their Souls, as without their 
Gods: Nay, they would fet up a Leek, an Ouzion, 
a Calf, or an Ox, or any Creature to fubje& them- 
felves to a fupreme Deity by; and make ita Me- 
dium to vent that preffing Senfe of a Subjeétion to 
fomewhat above them, rather than not do it 
Men would have an Altar to an unknown God, ra- 
ther than none: Which, when they had nothing 
vifible, declares a pure innate Principle to fome- 
what above them. They were fo fill’d with fuch 
an Apprehenfion, that they would ‘have a Deity 
tor every thing; for their Corn and their Wine, 
and every thing they dealt with. The Rozzaus, by 
that Method, had multiplied their Gods to above 
thirty thoufand ; and other Nations not mich be- 
hind them ; which can {peak no other thing unto 
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us, than that Men faw fomewhat of a Deity in 
themfelves, and every thing elfe, under whofe 
Rule and Difpofal ail th ngs lay fubjeéted, and in 
whom they liv'd, and mov ‘d, and had their Be- 
ing: Nor would the y undertake any thing, in 
Peace or War, private er publick, without a pre- 
vious Application to a Deity; whofe Right to 


difpofe of them and all their Aétions, they did fully 
ow 1 arid aflent to. 


Q How many Religions have there been in the 
Hil. 1 that ever pretended to a Syitem of fupernatural 
Revelittiou ¢ 

A, Vinee only ; wx. the Jewish Religion, the 
Chri! Lait Religion, and the Mahometan Religion. 
The Matters of Faé of both the former have had 
all the Concurrence of human Teftimony ; and no 
Man can fhew, that in the Ages wherein they 
were tranfaéted, they were ever deny’d by any. 
Bar the laft, which 1s the Mahometan Religion, 
was openly diicovered in that Age to be a Cheat ; ; 
and the World is as weil aflur ‘df of Mahomet’s be- 
inc an Impoltor, as they are of the Falfhood of 
the Religion he tramed ; and that by the Telti- 
mony of che Age wherein he liv’d. Does not che 
Story of that Age tell us, how he began his Re- 
lig ion? What Advantage he took by the Difcafe 

> had ot the £filepfa or Falling-Sicknels, to tell 
Men, whenever he wasin a Fit, that he was in 
a Rapture, and converfed with the Angel Gabriel? 
How OAC SOKCIM ot Alex andi 1a (an Apoftate, and 
difcontented Monk) coming to him, perfwaded 
him to form the <Alcoran, by adding {uch Matters 
out of the O/d and New-Teffament, to his own De- 
Vices, as sight bring in Gentiles, J ws, and Chii- 
firans to nis ine ‘igion? The Srory of that Age af- 
fares us tullv of ‘the whole Cheat of his Life, and 
Piomite at his Death (in Imitation, no 
doubt, 
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doubt, of Chrift) to rife again within four Days 3 
in which Time he became putrified and noifome 
and his Difciplesy at laft, forced to bury him. 
The wifeft and beft Men, at that very Time, op- 
pofed him, and made his Drunkennefs and horrible 
Debauchery notorious and evident. Whoever con- 
fults the Principle of his Religion, will plainly 
enough perceive, the Defign was to fet up himtelt, 
and engage all Partiestohim. The Aloran may be 
rightly abridg’d into thefe 8 Principles. 

1. Every gue ought to believe that Ged is a Great 
God, and Mahomet zs bas Prophet, Abraham the 
Friend of God, Mofes the Meffuger of God, and 
Chrilt the Breath of God, of whom the Virgin Mary 
grew with Child by firelling of a Rofe, and was deli- 
vered of him at her Bieafts. 

2. Every Mar ought to marry, to increafe the Seita- 
vies of Mahomet. 

3. Every Man muft give of his Wealth to the 
Poor. 

4, Every Man muft make bis Prayers five times a 
Day. 

5. Every Man muft keep a Lent one Month in a 
Tear. 

6. Mift be obedient ta his Parents. 

7. Thou fale not kil. 

8. Do unto others as thou wouldeft be dine unto thy 
felf. 

‘Tis not hard to perceive whence this counterfeit 
Coin was fetch’d ; and where the original and 
legitimate Stamp is tobe found. He would induce 
the Good of ail Religions, fo he might be the chief 
Prophet. The whole Butinefs then of Mehomet was 
a grand notorious Cheat And though it has poi- 
fefled fo much of tue World fince, yet we have an 
abundant Aflurance, trom the Teltimony of the 
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fame Age wherein he livd, that it was fo, and 
the Particulars of it exaétly handed down to us. 
We are able to trace all talfe Religions and pre- 
tended Deities to their Original. The World ts 
filld with a fifficient Account of the Deceit and 
Fabuloufnefs ot them all. To give one clear In- 
{tance of it, Satuvz was the moft antient God the 
Heathens had amongltthem. Tertullian {ays this of 
him: “* You have (he {peaking then to rhe Romaus) 
“no God more antient than Saturz, Not any of 
your Hittorians ever {pake of him otherwife 
thena Man. It we feck for Proof drawn out of 
publick Records, and Monuments, we cannot 
mect faitatuller, or more certain, than here in 
Traly it {eit ; where we learn, that Saturn, after 
many Voyages, Janded in this Province, while 


ec | 


he was coming trom Greece, and was receiv'd by 
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“ one “fauus. The Mountain, where he dwelt, 
“© was cali’d Saturnian: The City he tounded car- 
€¢ 


ries evenuntilnow, the fame Appellation. It was 


“< he who firft found out the Invention of Tables, 
“and figning or making Money with the Image of 
“* Princes: From whence it comes, that the pub- 
“’ Jick “Lreafure 1s placed, by you, in his Temple. 
“Now at Satur were a Man, be was the Son of 
"€ another Man ; and being his Father wasa Man, 
<é¢ 


you cannot fay, »e was the Son of Heaven and 
“S Earth. But Saturz, in Perfon, furprizing the 


** Inhabitants of feveral Places, where he landed; 
“< and they not knowing whence he came, pafle d 
cc 


afterwat’ sor a divine Perfor, anda God. <Apol. 
cap. 8. Inthe fame Manner, in the 9th Chap- 
ter, be fhews them the Original of Jupiter, Bac- 
chus, Cres, Muerva, and the reft of tueir Gods ; 
and how they came firit to be fo accounted ; and 
tells them, “ ir Bacchus were therefore made a God 
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with them, becaufe he firlt tanehe to plant Vines, 
they 
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& they ufed Luculls ill, innot making him a God 
“roo, who firft planted Cherry-Trees in Jraly, 
« and brought them from the Kingdom of Poxtus. 
So clear and fullan Account have we of ai) thofe 
things, and fo little Reafon has Man to be deceiv’d 
with them, that he cannot be deceiv’d, unlefs he 
hath a mind foto be, 

Q. What is that which People call a Lightning before 
Death ¢ 

A, That which we ufually calla Lightning be- 
fore Death, we take to be but only the Soul’s find- 
ing of its former Liberty, when it’s going to be 
loofen’d from the Body, to be enlarg’d and fet out 
of Prifon, which makes it fo cheartul in fome, be- 
fore its Separation from the Terreltrial Mantfion of 
Clay. 

Q. What is Prowideme ¢ 

A. Tis what the Leayptians decypher it in their 
Hiervoglyphicks, truly Oculus in fceptro, a rational gui- 
ding and ruling all Affairsin the Worid ; ‘tis ipfa 
yatio divina in fummo priucipe conftituta; fic tuter 
ordinandorum in finem ; that which in Man its 
call’d Prudence, in God is call’d Providence ; the 
right turning and regulating of al! Circumftances, 
and making them to confpire and contribute to his 
own Endand Glory. 

Q. Jf, inter bruta filent leges, why does the Levitt- 
cal Law put them to death upon fome Occafions ¢ 

A. Why truly there 1s no turpe nor boucfium a- 
mong Beaits, no Duty nor Obedience to be expe&- 
ed from them, no Praife nor Difpraife due to them, 
no Punifhment nor Reward to be diftributed a- 
mongit them: But as for thofe Laws given to the 
‘Jews, where fometimes the Beaft alfo was to be 
put to death,the Meaning thereof was not tiis, that 
the Beaft was guilty of a Crime, and had violated 


a Law, and theretore was to be condemn’d ‘and put 
tO 
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to death; but it was in order to the Welfare and 
Happinels of Men; for beftia cum homine concumbens, 
was to be ston’d, partly becaufe it was the Occa- 
fion ot fo foul a FaG, and fo fatal Puntfhmenc unto 
Man, and partly that the Sight and Prefence of 
the Object might not repeat fo prodigious a Crime 
in the Thoughts of Men, nor renew the Memory 
of it, nor continue the Difgrace ot him that died 
for it. 
Q. [That is Cenfcience ? 
A. Couicience 1s a Thing that fometimes does 
embrace only the Shadow of a Law, and does en- 
sace Men, though erroneoufly, to the Obfervation 
of that which was never dictated by any juit le- 
© ative Power. Nor is it content to glance only 
atwhat’s tocome, but, Fans like, it has a double 
Alpeét, and {o looks back to what's pail, as to call 
Men to a firiéc Account tor every Violation of the 
Law ot Nature; which Law 1s {o accurate, as to 
oblige all Mankind, not only ad aitum, but ad mo- 
dum alfo: It looks as well to the int ward Form 
end Manner, as to the Materiality and Bulk of 
outward Adtions ; tor every thing owes thus much 
Kindnefs and Courtely to itfelf, not only to put 
torch fuch Adts as are eflential and intrinfical to its 
own W cltare, but alfo to delight in them, and to 
tala them with all poffible Freenefs and Alacrity, 
with the greateft Intenfenefs and Complacency. 
Again, we may fay, Confcience is a Book within 
every Manss Breaft, and is the Pen of a ready Wri- 
ter, foritean write as falt as the Soul can diGate. 
Calamum in corde tingit, and with an accurate Pen- 
cil it can give him a full Pourtrai@ure of his molt 
cloietted Behaviour, of his mott referved Aétions, 
of his moit retired Mo: 10NS ; and though there 
be a Curtain dtawn over them here, vet they fhall 
be made very apparcat. God fhall give Confci- 
ence 
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ence an Jmprimatur, and fuch Works as a Man 
would have fupprefs’d, fhall be publith’d to the 


Eyes of Menand Angels, and the AZy@ ug 
fhall pafsa Cenfure upon them. 
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N. B. All Perfons that fhall propofe 
Queftions to the Gentlemen of the Society 
of the Delphick Oracle, may fend them to | 

. Roperts in Warwick-Lane, where | 


Letters will be taken in, but not without 
Poft paid. 
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